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OPERA RESOURCES 

 Synopsis of the opera 

 Full text: Henry James’ novella, The Turn of the Screw 

 About the composer: Benjamin Britten 

 About the librettist: Myfanwy Piper 

 In Depth: The Turn of the Screw, a history, from the page to the stage 

 In Depth: Britten’s operas 

 Digested Opera:  A comic, abridged libretto for The Turn of the Screw 

 

AUDIO AND VIDEO 

 YouTube: Film version of The Turn of the Screw (1982), set to a full recording of the opera  

 YouTube: The Turn of the Screw clips  

 YouTube:   “O Waly, Waly”, performed by Britten and his life partner Peter Pears 

 YouTube: “Batter my heart”, from Britten’s The Holy Sonnets of John Donne for tenor 

 YouTube: Jon Vickers in Peter Grimes, one of Britten’s large scale operas 

 Audio: Britten on composition 

 Audio: Lecture and concert,  “Frank Bridge and Benjamin Britten” 

 Timeline with audio: Young Britten’s compositions 

 

POPERA CONNECTIONS 

 Movie: The Innocents  (1961) 
 Movie: The Others (2001) 
 Drama: The Habit of Art (2009), a new play about Benjamin 

Britten and W.H. Auden 

 

The Turn of  
the Screw 

 

Benjamin Britten’s 

CLICK/READ/WATCH/LISTEN 

The composer Benjamin Britten 

Screen still from The Innocents 

http://www.azopera.com/learn.php?subcat=operasynopsis&subpage=turnofthescrew
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/209/209-h/209-h.htm
http://www.brittenpears.org/?page=britten/index.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/obituary-myfanwy-piper-1284483.html
http://www.brittenpears.org/?page=britten/works/screw.html
http://www.brittenpears.org/?page=britten/repertoire/opera
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2009/nov/14/turn-screw-digested-opera
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qb8_SnrZWzk&feature=PlayList&p=D27640AB7F208BA5&index=0&playnext=1
http://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=2F3872AECC2BE1A0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gHTw9XjKMc&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBOv3EclVKA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-juIqZGKdZA&feature=related
http://www.history.com/video.do?name=culture&bcpid=1681694254&bclid=1729287212&bctid=1631238947
http://www.gresham.ac.uk/event.asp?PageId=45&EventId=699
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/Launch.aspx?referral=other&refresh=M1o75L0bW0j2&PBID=a568b48b-e6de-430d-bd22-f7c1296eee20&skip=
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0055018/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0230600/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/culture/2009/nov/07/britten-auden-philip-hensher

